
Minnesota Futures Symposium

Repurposing Proposal

1. Overview

Following on the “Exploring Spatial-Temporal Futures of Geo-Informatics” symposium, which took place from 1/29 - 1/31/2009, we wish to re-allocate the remaining balance to support two activities for the community of geospatial researchers at the University of Minnesota. First, we propose to provide funds for the continued membership of the University in the University Consortium of Geographic Information Science. Second, we propose allocating the remaining funds for a Spatial Sciences speaker series in 2009-10 at the University. 

2. Activities
Both activities fit in with the goals of OVPR’s Minnesota Futures Program as well as the guidelines from OVPR for graduate groups, which these activities contribute to. 
University of Minnesota’s institutional Membership in the University Consortium of Geographic Information Science (UCGIS) supports interactions of researchers at the University with colleagues from across the United States, provides important access to funding agency program officers as the annual Winter meeting invites program managers from a many agencies (e.g. NSF, USDOD, USDOT, USGS, DHS, etc.) to describe GIS programs. In addition, it often arranges visits to the research offices of federal agencies and allows members to understand their needs first hand. It also provides an opportunity to learn about potential collaborators and competitors. For example, upcoming summer assembly (June 2009) features a talk from a co-PI for a recent $50 Million NSF grant to the iPlant collaborative led by University of Arizona.


The second activity we propose centers on sustaining the interactions and collaborations begun at the Minnesota Futures symposium in January 2009. We were quite impressed with the impact of an one-day event to celebrate an honorary degree to Jack Dangermond (April 2008), as it brought together and energized the GIS community on campus. Momentum carried over to a successful proposal to Minnesota Future Symposium program (May 2009), and a success symposium (Jan. 2009). We believe that a well-organized interdisciplinary Geo-Informatics colloquium series may be the one of the best option to sustain the momentum. We propose to invite nominations for potential speakers from Geo-Informatics research community possibly defined by the participants of Minnesota Future workshop on Geo-Informatics. The nominations will include the rationale explaining how a speaker may advance goals of the Minnesota Future program. Potential speakers may include prominent scholars as well as program managers from federal agencies. A shortlist of nomination may be published to Geo-Informatics community for feedback and ranking towards selecting a set of about 7 speakers across different disciplines. Interdisciplinary interactions can also be enhanced by involving scholars from different department in different roles. For example, a talk from a CFANS/CBS discipline may be scheduled in CLA or HHH with an IT faculty member as a secondary host. In addition, one may follow/refine the colloquium with a short panel discussion exploring current interdisciplinary opportunities related to the focus of the talk. We will ask that speaker series committee assess these and other organizational issues. 


Such efforts will greatly help build an interdisciplinary Geo-Informatics community on the campus complementing current stove-piped yearly colloquiums (e.g. yearly Borchert lecture, a GIS speaker each year in the Computer Science colloquium, and a yearly professional-orientated GIS Job Fair). To assure the Geo-Informatics colloquium series attains expected depth and outstanding speakers as well as interdisciplinary relevance, we propose to create a 5-7 member speaker series working group charged with identifying 8-10 potential speakers and inviting them. The person inviting a guest speaker would also serve as liaison during their visit. Beyond invitations, we propose the working group also determine the scheduling and arrangement of these visits. Staff from the computer science department will assist with travel logistics and other organizational matters. 

3. Budget
Estimated balance is $16,000 (approx.). The membership dues for UCGIS are $2000. The remainder, i.e. $14,000 (approx.), balance will be dedicated to costs associated with Geo-Informatics speaker series with 7 speakers, budgeting $2000 each. 

Costs for each speaker’s visit are based on the following estimated expenses:


travel (air)

800


travel (ground)
250


hotel


350


per-diem

100 (excluding meals covered directly)


reception

250 (pre/post colloquium)


other


250 (e.g. working meals with Geo-Informatics researchers)



Total

2000
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